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Geology, art and music meet in May Day performance
Geology, art and music worked 
in tandem at an event on Tuesday, 
May 1 hosted by representatives of 
all three disciplines titled, “Water 
and Time: Contemplating environ-
mental change through music, art 
and geology.”
The event was put together as 
a May Day celebration by George 
and Marjorie Olsen Chandler 
Professor of Music and Professor 
of Music Catherine Kautsky, 
Frederick R. Layton Professor of 
Art and Associate Professor of Art 
Rob Neilson and Walter Schober 
Professor of Environmental Studies 
and Professor of Geology Marcia 
Bjornerud. Their students came 
together at Bjorklunden to con-
template the intersections of their 
respective fields and appreciate the 
passage of time and the ways it is 
represented in music, art and the 
earth itself. “The weekend was a 
timely reminder of the landscape’s 
transience and fragility,” Kautsky 
wrote.
The presentation of the stu-
dents’ work was arranged in sec-
tions by topics presented by geol-
ogy students. The topics included 
primeval time, oceans, rain, rivers, 
glaciers, groundwater and lakes. 
Each topic section was accompa-
nied by a brief overview of the 
subject and its implications as 
well as how it played a role in the 
creation and current landscape of 
Wisconsin and, more specifically, 
Björklunden. 
After each water-related topic 
was presented, piano students 
played pieces that represented the 
geological feature and feelings it 
evokes. Before playing, each musi-
cian explained why they chose the 
piece they did, what to listen for 
and how the piece made them feel 
or what it reminded them of. 
While each of the musicians 
played, photos of nature-based art-
work created at Bjorklunden were 
projected onto a screen behind the 
piano. Some of the sculptures were 
made of snow or water and oth-
ers were created from stones and 
rocks. Some of the art was made 
to be destroyed by nature in hours 
or days while other pieces were 
designed to last longer. However, 
each piece was placed outside and 
made of materials found in nature 
where time and the weather would 
surely destroy the work before too 
long. 
Time and its ever-changing 
nature were the central ideas of 
the event, as well as the impor-
tance of collaboration between dis-
ciplines to understand the world 
around us. Kautsky wrote in the 




The presentations by geology students were interspersed with piano performances.
Photo by Emma Gilshannon.
To explore diversity in the 
gaming community, Lawrence 
University Gaming Club and the 
Gender Studies program spon-
sored the fifth annual Women and 
Identities in Gaming Symposium. 
The symposium was held in the 
Warch Campus Center Cinema 
from 12:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Assistant Professor of 
Entertainment and Media Studies 
at the University of Georgia Shira 
Chess was the keynote speaker of 
the event. Her lecture was focused 
on her book, “Ready Player Two: 
Women Gamers and Designed 
Identity.” 
Chess started off her talk by 
bringing up the question of who 
plays video games and who is con-
sidered a gamer. “In reality,” said 
Chess, “it isn’t who actually plays 
video games, but what the impres-
sion of the typical gamer is” that 
matters to the gaming industry. 
The main point of Chess’s lecture 
was how the gaming industry 
makes games for certain people 
and the different ways that this is 
done. 
Chess’ lecture also centered 
around designed identity and 
women’s leisure. Chess explained 
that designed identity is the way 
that gaming media enforces what 
the ideal woman should look like 
and how she should act. This idea 
of who the ideal woman is also 
plays into beliefs of how women 
should spend their leisure time.
According to Chess, designed 
identity affects games aimed at 
women in four main ways. Chess 
defined these four ways as playing 
with time, playing with emotions, 
playing with money and playing 
with body. The idea that designed 
identity plays with time in games 
designed for women was Chess’s 
first point. In most of the games 
designed for women, Chess point-
ed out, it is assumed that women 
do not have much time to play 
games. Many of these games are 
made so that they can be paused at 
any moment and have time limits 
built in. This has created a genre 
that Chess called time manage-
ment games.
Emotions factor into design-
ing games for women as well, and 
Chess pointed out that the emo-
tions present in these games would 
not be found in other types of 
games. One example of how games 
for women differ was how hearts 
are used as symbols. In many 
games, hearts symbolize how much 
energy, or life, the player has left. In 
games designed for women, like 
the time management game “Diner 
Dash,” hearts represent how satis-
fied the person you are serving in 
the game is. Chess stated that this 
use of hearts represents the idea 
that women want to be responsible 
for the emotions of others, rather 
than themselves. 
How money is involved in 
games designed for women was 
Chess’s third point. Chess started 
this section by showing a commer-
cial for a gaming store, which cen-
tered around a woman purchasing 
games for other people. Chess said 
that this has long been a factor 
in video games, because women 
have often been expected to buy 
these games, but expected not to 
use them. 
Another way that designed 
identity plays with money in 
games designed for women is 
how some of these games make a 
significant amount of money. One 
example that Chess gave was “Kim 
Kardashian: Hollywood” which has 
been one of the highest grossing 
mobile games. Free games like this, 
Chess said, allow diversity a spot 
in gaming without it being consid-
ered a legitimate form of gaming.
The final point Chess made 
was how designed identity factors 
into the bodies used in games. How 
the body of the character you are 
playing appears, how many female 
characters in video games are sex-
ualized and how, in many games 
designed for women, the character 
being played as is often not human 
or not present on the screen at all. 
After Chess’ talk, alumnus 
Alec Dumas ‘19 delivered a lec-
ture titled “Hold Onto Anything: 
Representation and Reconstituting 
the Self in Night in the Woods” at 
2:00 p.m.
The symposium was conclud-
ed at 3 p.m. by a panel discussion 
that included Chess and students 





Fifth Annual Women and Identities in Gaming Symposium
This year’s keynote address was delivered by Assistant Professor of Entertainment and Media Studies at the University of Georgia Shira 
Chess.
Photo by David Baldwin.
See page 2
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Tweet of  the Week
“You have $100:
Free - respecting trans women
Free - respecting trans men
Free - respecting nonbinary / gender nonconforming 
people
Free - respecting all trans people and their identity/
pronouns” 
-@miajoellesinger
World   
Compiled by Stephanie Meyer
NewsDemocratic Republic of Congo On Tuesday, May 8, the World 
Health Organization reported 
an outbreak of Ebola hemor-
rhagic fever after laboratory 
results verified that there 
were two cases of the virus 
in the Bikoro province of 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. Since April, there have 
been 21 suspected cases of 
Ebola hemorrhagic fever, 
including 17 deaths. This has 
been the ninth outbreak of 
the virus in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo since 1976, 
when the disease was discov-
ered. A statement released 
by the country’s Ministry of 
Health reported that the gov-
ernment has “taken all nec-
essary measures to respond 
promptly and effectively.” In 
addition, the World Health 
Organization has allocated $1 
million to support its efforts 
of containing and treating the 
virus. (CNN)
Spring STEM Day 2018
On Wednesday, May 9, the Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics-related (STEM) clubs of Lawrence held a celebration 
of STEM Day in the Thomas A. Steitz Hall of Science Atrium. Club 
members had games, food and prizes available for students to 
enjoy.
Photo by Nidi Garcia.
Pakistan 
On Saturday, May 5, a methane 
gas build-up in a coal mine in 
the Pakistani city of Quetta 
caused an explosion which 
ended in a collapse, killing at 
least 16 people. One person is 
still believed to be trapped in 
the mine. The country produces 
4 million tons of the coal annu-
ally despite having poor safety 
precautions, which leads to fre-
quent mine accidents. In 2011, 
43 mine workers died after an 
explosion lead to a collapse 
of a mine in the Balochistan 
province. Both mines were 




Sun Zhencai, a former lead-
ing member of the ruling 
Communist Party of China, 
admitted to taking bribes 
during his reign as a party 
chief of the Chongqing munic-
ipality. Between 2002 and 
2017, Sun took 170 million 
yuan in property and cash. 
Ironically, Sun was appointed 
leader of Chongqing after the 
former leader was convicted 
of corruption. Sun has been 
sentenced to life in prison. 
Sun was once considered a 
potential successor to current 
Chinese President, Xi Jinping. 
President Xi has lead an anti-
corruption campaign since 
being elected in 2012. As a 
result, more than 1 million 
government officials have 
been removed or arrested. 
Some critics say that Xi is 
using this campaign to the rid 
himself of some of his rivals. 
(CNN)
India 
On Monday, May 7, a 17-year-
old girl was treated at a local 
Jharkhand hospital after being 
raped and set on fire. According 
to the superintendent of police, 
70% of the girl’s body was 
burned. A local man was arrest-
ed but has not been charged. 
The girl is now in stable condi-
tion. This attack comes just days 
after a 16-year-old was similarly 
attacked. This is the latest in a 
series of heinous crimes against 
women in India which have 
sparked protests nationwide. 
(CNN)
Russia
On Sunday, May 6, Alexei 
Navalny was released from 
prison. Navalny is Russia’s 
most famous opposition 
leader against Russia’s cur-
rent President, Vladimir Putin. 
Navalny was detained after 
participating in protests in 
Moscow’s Pushkinskaya Square 
on Saturday. On Saturday, along 
with Navalny, hundreds of pro-
testers in multi-city anti-gov-
ernment demonstrations were 
arrested. The protests came two 
days before the re-inauguration 
of Putin. This will be Putin’s 
fourth term as president, mak-
ing him Russia’s longest serving 
leader after dictator Joseph 
Stalin. Navalny was barred from 
running in the elections due to a 
2017 embezzlement conviction, 
which many say was trumped 
up by Putin and the Russian 
government to keep him off the 
ballot. (CNN)
Suite/Quad and Triple Selection
Monday, May 14, 8 p.m., Somerset Rm.
Lottery numbers will start being aver-
aged at 7:30 p.m.
Squatting (in-person)
Monday, May 14, 9-9:30 p.m., 
Somerset Rm.
Select your current single or double 
with your current roommate.
Singles Selection
Tuesday, May 15, 9-10 p.m., Somerset 
Rm.
Students will pick in order based on 
lottery number.
Find Your Future Roommate
Thursday, May 17, 9-10:30 p.m., 
Runkel Rm.
Meet other students searching for a 
roommate.
Doubles Selection
Tuesday, May 22, 9-10:30 p.m., 
Somerset Rm. 
Students will pick in order based on 
lottery number.
Timeline courtesy of Campus Life.
Housing Selection 
Timeline
made sculptures on the beach that 
vanished in the next gust of wind, 
the geologists explained a land-
scape that evolved over billions 
of years, and we, the musicians, 
mulled the paradox of our music, 
which strives to evoke eternity and 
is yet so utterly ephemeral in its 
performance.”
Geology




Much Love, Little Lady
By Celeste Reyes
By Madeira Seaman
“As the World Turns”
Fly on the Wall
The LU Skew
By Claire Zimmerman
The world was upside down. 
Not in the whole “my life has dra-
matically changed and I’m being 
dramatic” upside down, but liter-
ally upside down.
Sean was making coffee when 
the flip happened. So, you can 
surely imagine how that turned 
out. He winces as he lifts his 
hand out of the broken glass of 
his kitchen light fixture, which he 
had the fortune of falling on. He 
sighs as he looks at his now empty 
cup. And sighs once more as he 
looks around at his broken coffee 
machine, along with 97% of his 
kitchen. 
“Oh, yeah, that was for today,” 
he mutters. 
He carefully stands to survey 
the damage. Sean’s move into the 
apartment was still fairly new, as 
in he didn’t even have a television 
yet, so the coffee machine was 
actually the most expensive thing 
broken. He reckons he has a grand 
total of $83 worth of damage. He 
frowns as something interrupts 
his thought process.
It takes him a while to real-
ize it’s the sound of his next-door 
neighbors arguing. The flip was 
hard enough for momentary hear-
ing loss? That hadn’t happened 
since Sean was still in diapers. 
Speaking of, he should call his par-
ents and make sure they’re okay. 
Walking to his phone, he smiles 
and shakes his head. He had to 
practically write an essay to his 
father to convince him that renew-
ing their Flip Insurance would be 
worth it. The old man, like many 
others, was under the impression 
that flips were over, since it had 
been a good 15 years since the 
last one.
Sean, though, knew it was 
only a matter of time. He chuckles 
as he remembers his landlord’s 
puzzled look as he insisted on Flip 
Insurance for his own apartment. 
Not bad Sean, he thinks to himself. 
After carefully stepping over 
glass, ceramic, and the contents 
of his laundry basket, Sean finds 
his phone under what was once 
an admittedly ugly amber flamin-
go. He already has a missed call, 
probably due to the fact that he 
couldn’t hear for a while there. He 
dials his mother back.
“Mom, hey. How are you and 
dad? I told you that you would 
need Flip Insurance.” He makes no 
effort to hide the smile in his voice.
“Oh, shut it!” his mother rep-
rimands. “You know, all of your 
childhood photos fell? Yeah? All 
that glass – everywhere! Your 
father and I barely had time to 
strap ourselves in.”
Sean grimaces. He hadn’t 
thought about that. “Well, I told 
you not to switch to glass.” He says 
instead.
Sean’s mother sighs. “Yes, 
you are the great prophet, Sean. 
Goodbye, son.” She hangs up and 
Sean rolls his eyes.
His parents were the only 
ones so far to oppose the World’s 
choice in accepting Sean as a 
prophet. But Sean is convinced he 
will be good at it.
In fact, he knows that.
Horoscopes
Aries - Congrats on graduating!
Taurus - “Lucky” by Britney Spears starts play-
ing in the background of your life.
Gemini - Too Cool 4 School! Go off!
Cancer - If you are feeling small, fly with the 
chickadees for a minute.
Leo - Shoot the breeze with a dog or two.
Virgo - Your leg hair is longer than the summer.
Libra - Please wash your Nalgene water bottle.
Scorpio - All rights reserved. 
Sagittarius - Anthrax, baby!
Capricorn - Asbestos, baby!
Aquarius -  Ain’t no point in even shuttin’ the 
gate.
Pisces - The next time you see a golf cart... well, 
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On Thursday, April 26, 
Lawrence University head softball 
coach Kim Tatro passed a coaching 
milestone: the Lady Vikes’ win over 
Knox was Tatro’s 500th victory as 
a coach at Lawrence. Tatro, who 
has been coaching at Lawrence for 
25 years, has 91 volleyball wins in 
addition to her 410 softball victo-
ries to date. Tatro, though humble 
about all her success, has the most 
coaching wins in Lawrence history.
Tatro, who was a three-sport 
athlete in college, was quick to 
get into coaching after finishing 
up her own undergraduate career. 
“I had a passion for sport and 
really couldn’t imagine not being 
involved in some aspect of sport. 
After completing my undergradu-
ate, I spent one year as a graduate 
assistant at UW-Green Bay coach-
ing volleyball and softball. I accept-
ed a sales position a year later, but 
really missed being involved in ath-
letics, so I pursued an opportunity 
to coach varsity volleyball and soft-
ball at Green Bay East high school. 
I was fortunate to learn from some 
excellent coaches in both high 
school and college. When I got a 
call about the Lawrence position, 
I knew it was something I had to 
explore, and here I am 25 years 
later. It’s amazing to be able build 
a career doing something you love.” 
Tatro’s focus as a coach goes 
far beyond athletics, reaching into 
every aspect of her student ath-
letes’ lives. When asked about her 
personal coaching philosophy, 
Tatro responded, “We like to take 
a balanced approach when think-
ing about sport. It’s really great to 
be competitive, but not at all costs. 
The sports that I have coached 
have always been team sports (as 
opposed to individual sports) so 
relationships are critical to suc-
cess. Honestly, there has to be an 
element of fun for all involved. We 
have attempted to create an envi-
ronment where being competitive 
is important but not at the expense 
of being too stressed out to per-
form. It can be a delicate balance. 
It’s important that we take a holis-
tic approach to the development of 
our players as people and future 
leaders. As a result, our team is 
involved in plenty of other campus 
organizations and we are active 
in community service efforts. It’s 
really about taking quality people 
and working together to have them 
reach their full potential.”
In terms of her success, Tatro 
credits not herself, but those 
around her, saying, “It’s all about 
the people around you. Any suc-
cess we have is a result of the peo-
ple we surround ourselves with. 
We all (including our staff) strive 
to grow and learn from each other. 
If you think you’re done learning, 
you’re wrong and missing out on 
an excellent opportunity. I’ve been 
fortunate to learn from some excel-
lent coaches, administrators and 
athletes in our program over the 
years.”
Tatro’s influence goes beyond 
just the athletes she coaches on 
the softball team. She is an inte-
gral part of the Lawrence commu-
nity and beyond as she involved 
many different campus and nation-
al committees and initiatives. It is 
not uncommon for student athletes 
to see Tatro walking the halls of 
Alexander Gymnasium as she goes 
about her day.
Junior Madeline MacLean, 
a pitcher on the softball team, 
describes Tatro as “a highly deter-
mined, caring and hardworking 
individual.” MacLean goes on to 
say, “I knew from the moment we 
made contact during my recruit-
ing season in high school that she 
would be one of the best coaches 
I’d ever ever had. She goes above 
and beyond to make sure that her 
players are taken care of and that 
they know they have a support 
system behind them. When I left 
campus after I was recruited, she 
immediately messaged me to make 
sure I let her know when I land-
ed back home and that she would 
be in contact again soon. It was 
obvious that she genuinely cared 
about me and my well-being. It 
was actually one of the deciding 
factors for my college choice. From 
then on, she has continued to prove 
my original opinions. I walked into 
practice on my first day, and there 
was a certain intensity that drove 
everyone’s effort in practice. We 
work on fundamentals as well as 
the complicated plays. She breaks 
things down, recognizing that the 
majority of Lawrence students 
need to know the whys and hows 
of their actions. She welcomes 
questions, but pushes us to figure 
things out on our own. Tatro is 
constantly working on ways to help 
make the game “easier” for us by 
compiling statistics, having many 
conversations on strategy and giv-
ing us the confidence we need to 
go out on the field and play to our 
best potential. Tatro is the perfect 
example of a coach that knows 
how to balance their athletes’ well-
being and the need to push them to 
be better. I have the utmost confi-
dence that I can approach her with 
anything ranging from life’s prob-
lems, team concerns, strategies I 
have and anything in between. I 
couldn’t have asked for a better 
head coach and she deserves the 
recognition accompanied with her 
500th win.”
Coach Tatro, in her all of her 
success, truly embodies the spirit 
of Lawrence athletics as she push-
es her student athletes to their best 
in athletic competition, academic 
pursuits and community involve-
ment. Congratulations Coach Tatro 
on your 500th win and thank you 
for all you do for Lawrence athlet-




Head Softball Coach Kim Tatro notches her 500th win at Lawrence
Vikings baseball ends 27-year playoff drought 
What a weekend it was. For the 
first time since 1990, our Lawrence 
Vikings baseball team is headed to 
the Midwest Conference tourna-
ment. The regular season officially 
ended after the boys completely 
swept Beloit this past Saturday and 
Sunday.
With the stands packed with 
students and family, the Vikings 
played their last two home games 
of the season on Saturday, May 5. 
The energy was absolutely exhila-
rating. Coming into this weekend, 
the Vikings had to win three out of 
the four games against Beloit. No 
one was expecting to see Lawrence 
listed for the tournament, but the 
guys pulled together and stuck it to 
them. The fans knew what needed 
to be done and did their part from 
the stands with constant cheering, 
hooting and hollering and positive 
vibes. But we all know that isn’t 
what wins baseball games.
In the first game, Beloit got a 
jump start and led Lawrence 5-1 
going into the fifth. That inning was 
ignited by junior Andrew Lauber’s 
double and junior Nolan Spencer’s 
single. Senior Zach Rabideau laid 
down a beautiful squeeze bunt to 
score a run, and senior Matthew 
Holliday hit a hard ground ball 
to second to chip away the lead, 
making it 5-3. Some good offense 
stacked up in the sixth to tie the 
game 5-5. The game stayed tied 
until the bottom of the ninth. You 
could feel the intensity in the 
crowd. The boys were about to 
pull off this win. Spencer’s sin-
gle, followed by another bunt from 
Rabideau and a sharp single from 
Holliday to score Spencer gave the 
Vikings a walk-off win, Holliday’s 
second of the season.This solid 
offense coupled with a strong out-
ing on the mound by junior Chris 
Shaw and sophomore Mike Brady’s 
couple-inning save made for one 
of the most exciting games of the 
season.
The second game went sim-
ilarly, but the Vikings came out 
strong. Senior Travis Weber got 
the ball rolling with a solo homer 
in the second inning. Beloit scored 
in the third and sixth, taking a 
2-1 lead. Brady hit a solid single 
gaper to even out the score in the 
seventh, and Lauber drove him in 
with a single of his own. Holliday 
drove a ball up the right field line 
for a single and sophomore Rudy 
Mueller-Schrader scored him. 
Senior Anthony Ortiz came in 
with a two-run single, putting the 
Vikings ahead 5-2.
Mike Brady came in, once again 
to relieve, in the ninth, and came 
through with his third save of the 
season. Senior Kyle Duex went for 
eight strong innings to pick up the 
win, allowing ten hits and striking 
out a career high of 11 batters, and 
walking only two.
Needless to say, these boys 
were feeling the high energy. 
Andrew Lauber attributes their 
success to “the product of each 
and every guy doing their job, and 
doing it well.” He says, “It is vital 
that we work together to secure 
the win. Our sweep against Beloit 
this weekend is an example of what 
happens with our pitching and hit-
ting work in unison.”
The Vikings travelled to 
Beloit on Sunday, May 6, deter-
mined to take another two from 
the Buccaneers, and clinch their 
spot in the MWC tournament. They 
did just that. The first game was 
a nail-biter, going an extra inning, 
but Lawrence came in with a huge 
comeback win. Trailing by three 
runs going into the ninth inning, 
they managed to string together 
some hits and tie the game.
In the tenth, Rabideau reached 
on a throwing error while attempt-
ing to bunt, and then Holliday 
followed with a clutch single 
to advance Rabideau to third. 
Sophomore Patrick McDonnell fol-
lowed with a sacrifice fly, scor-
ing Rabideau. This put the Vikings 
ahead 5-4. Holliday allowed a sin-
gle, but finished strong to end the 
game in an extra inning win. This 
win sealed their spot in the MWC 
Tournament, but the boys were not 
done. They came into the second 
game of the day and took that game 
3-2. Solid pitching, big defensive 
plays, and just enough offense put 
the Vikings on top to complete the 
full sweep for the weekend.
“Our pitchers worked tirelessly 
to keep their hitters at bay while 
the hitters battled pitch-by-pitch 
to put the pressure on Beloit’s 
defense,” says Lauber. The guys 
worked hard and “this weekend 
was a testament [their] ability to 
work together toward a common 
goal.” Lauber believes this men-
tality will serve them well as they 
go into the playoffs starting this 
Friday, May 10 at 10 a.m. at St. 
Norbert College against the south’s 
first seed team, the Monmouth 
Fighting Scots.
The team is obviously pretty 
excited about making the tourna-
ment, especially given that it hasn’t 
happened in their sport since 1990. 
This excitement, however, does not 
distract from the level they want 
to get to. Almost immediately, the 
guys were looking up stats on their 
possible opponents and getting 
ready for their next competition, 
says Lauber. “Very few expected 
Lawrence to be contending this 
year and we are poised to make 
the most of our opportunity and to 
represent our school with pride,” 
Lauber says.
The Midwest Conference 
tournament begins Friday at St. 
Norbert’s College. Keep mak-
ing noise at the tournament. Your 
school is behind you, supporting 




Coach Tatro (left) helped freshman catcher Ceara Larson (right) for her first MWC First 
Team All-Conferemce selection.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke.
Photo by Caroline Garrow.
Very few expected Lawrence to be con-
tending this year and we are poised to 
make the most of our opportunity






This week I sat down with the lone softball senior, Kori Looker. Kori has 
had an amazing four years, earning numerous accolades for her perfor-
mances. Kori has been a standout player for the Vikings since her fresh-
man year and her presence on the team will be greatly missed.
Arianna Cohen: Congrats on an amazing four years. What has been your 
favorite moment in your career?
Kori Looker: It’d be kind of hard to narrow down my favorite moment 
in my softball career, but I would have to say my freshman year was 
my favorite season. That season was very new and exciting and I had a 
blast with all of my teammates. From tailgating at almost every game 
to pregame rituals on the bus, I experienced what it was like to be on 
a close-knit team. I believe that closeness on the team that season was 
what made it special and a memory to never forget. Ah, but there was 
one game that season that was one for the books. We were playing Lake 
Forest College, which I would deem as our rivals just because we dislike 
them so much, in an intense, close game. The score was tied up in extra 
innings, the fans were loud (perhaps even louder than us, and that’s say-
ing something) and then we squeeze bunted a runner in from third and 
won the game.
AC: What drew you to softball when you began?
KL: I first started out playing baseball because that was what I played 
with my brother growing up. I enjoyed it quite a bit and joined a boys’ 
baseball team around the age of nine or ten. I didn’t really know what 
softball was at the time. After playing baseball for a couple years, I tried 
softball out. I was mostly interested in softball because I figured it’d be 
easier to hit a larger neon ball. I fell in love and continued to play during 
the summers, throughout high school and wanted to continue to play in 
college. I didn’t exactly choose Lawrence for softball, but I am happy that 
I was able to play.
AC: You are an art major and an incredible artist at that. I know that 
being an art major takes an incredible amount of time outside of the 
classroom. How have you been able to manage your major and the time 
commitment for softball?
KL: Well, I did not sleep for most of this term, but I made it work!
AC: What are your post-grad plans?
KL: After school I am taking a gap year and then planning on going to 
grad school to get a masters in Fine Arts. During the gap year I plan to 
continue to create artwork and save up for school.
AC: Are there any coaches or teammates you’ve had in your career that 
have made a significant impact on you?
KL: When I started playing summer ball at the age of 15, I had the same 
softball coach until college. He actually was the assistant softball coach 
here at Lawrence. He has taught me a lot on and off the field and I know 
that he will always have my back as I will his.
AC: Do you have any words of wisdom for your team and future softball 
players?
KL: Keep on tailgating and don’t be afraid to have a little fun!
Photo by Emei Thompson.
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Athlete of the Week
Kori Looker




Lake Forest*^ 17-1 29-11 
Illinois* 15-3 23-13
Grinnell* 12-6 24-14 
Cornell* 10-8 26-19
Ripon 10-8 16-20 
Monmouth 9-9 20-16
St. Norbert 7-11 11-21 










Lake Forest* 7-1 14-8
Lawrence* 6-2 12-9
Monmouth* 4-4 6-13 
St. Norbert  4-4 9-9









St. Norbert*  11-5 22-13 
Lawrence*         8-8   15-19 
Ripon  7-9 12-20
Beloit     6-10 20-18
South Division
Monmouth*  14-6         25-12-1
Grinnell*  13-6  16-20
Cornell  10-9 17-21
Illinois  8-11   18-17
Knox  3-16 11-24  
*Clinched Spot in MWC 
Tournament
Soccer just kicked two weeks 
out of their three for the spring sea-
son. This has been the first official 
practice run under the new head 
women’s soccer coach Joe Sagar, 
and so far there is nothing but 
positive things to say about him. In 
an interview with Quinn Bingham, 
a freshman on the women’s soc-
cer team, I asked her how she felt 
about having the new coach and 
what has changed. She responded 
by saying, “I really like that the 
new coach keeps the intensity level 
of drills very high while still being 
able to put emphasis on techni-
cal skills. With drills being high 
intensity, we are able to work on 
improving fitness as a team with-
out having to simply run.” I asked 
Quinn what she was looking for-
ward to with Coach Sagar, and I 
believe she is speaking for all of us 
when she says, “I am looking for-
ward to what feels like a fresh start 
and being able to put the results of 
last season behind.” It is no secret 
that our record last year was dev-
astating, but by having this new 
coach I believe he helped switch 
our mindsets into believing any-
thing is possible. He invokes hope, 
and that is the mentality that we 
will bring with us in the fall. Quinn 
believes the soccer team will ben-
efit from Coach Sagar because of 
his qualities, such as his enthusi-
asm and the fact that he believes in 
us. By Sagar bringing in this posi-
tive energy, it motivates us to give 
it our all on the field, whether it be 
in practices or in our games in the 
fall. That being said, no one is per-
fect, everyone has something they 
can work on, whether that be fit-
ness, or good first touches, or being 
more vocal on the field, so I asked 
Quinn what she hoped to gain from 
the new coach. Bingham said, “I 
think personally Coach Joe will 
help me learn to be more technical 
with the ball next season. He seems 
to put a lot of emphasis on learning 
to be comfortable with the ball and 
execute moves. I am also excited 
that Coach Joe has a background 
in goalkeeping because I know it 
was hard on our keeper to not have 
anyone that could train her specifi-
cally.” Bingham brought up a good 
point, the fact that Joe used to be 
a keeper is extremely beneficial 
for us because last year our keeper 
did not have much guidance. Now 
this coming year, not only will the 
team as a whole be more prepared, 
but the extra knowledge that Joe 
knows from being a keeper will 
make our keepers better and more 
equipped on the field than if he 
were not present. Every team has 
its struggles, so I asked Quinn to 
highlight what she thinks to be the 
team’s greatest strength and their 
greatest weakness. Quinn said, “I 
think our team’s greatest weakness 
is the small number. It is very hard 
to play soccer well with such few 
people because that means that 
almost every player will play for 
the whole 90 minutes without a 
sub, and many players are forced 
to play through injuries, therefore 
prolonging them. I think our great-
est strength is the team dynamic 
and closeness of players. We are 
friends on and off the field, and 
this trust is needed when playing a 
team sport.” 




While everyone was resting 
this reading period, the Lawrence 
University track and field team put 
in work at the Viking Invitational 
at Whiting Field on Saturday, May 
5. Our Vikings had one of their best 
performances last weekend. Men’s 
Track and Field finished second 
in the team standings with 129 
points. Women’s Track and Field 
finished third in the team standings 
with 89 points. St. Norbert Men’s 
and Women’s Track and Field both 
finished first in the team standings. 
The men’s team finished with 224 
points and the women’s team fin-
ished first with 324.5 points.
There were a lot of great indi-
vidual performances and good 
team efforts this past weekend. 
As far as the relays were con-
cerned, Lawrence’s track and field 
team had four top three finishes 
on Saturday. The women’s 4x100 
relay team that consisted of fresh-
man Nora Robinson, senior Fanita 
Robins, sophomore Mikaela Hintz 
and freshman Imani Duhe finished 
third with a time of 52.72 sec-
onds. The men’s 4x100 relay team 
of Freshmen Ethan Simmons, Alex 
DuVall, sophomore Will Nichols 
and freshman Tom Goldberg also 
finished in third with a time of 
44.67 seconds. The women’s 4x400 
relay team of Hintz, freshman 
Alyssa Kuss, senior Janey Degnan 
and freshman Emily Hoeft finished 
second with a time of 4:15.86. 
Freshman Ethan Simmons, DuVall, 
sophomore Mik Patel and Nichols 
ran on the 4x400 relay team and 
they took first place in 3:31.41.
The Lady Vikings had seven top 
three finishes in individual events. 
Senior Kate Kilgus took third in the 
800 meters in a time of 2:28.4. Also, 
Kuss finished in third in the 400 
with a time of 1:05.65. Robinson, 
Hintz, senior Hannah Kinzer and 
sophomore Hallie Sogin all had sec-
ond place finishes this past week-
end. Robinson finished in second 
place in the 100 meters in 13.39 
seconds. Hintz grabbed second in 
the 200 meters in 26.86 seconds. 
Kinzer raced to second in the 1,500 
in 5:11.18. Sogin finished second in 
the 400 hurdles in 1:11.56. Finally, 
sophomore Christina Sedall led the 
Lawrence women’s team by blaz-
ing her way to a win in the 3,000 
meter steeplechase with a time of 
12:23.68.
The men’s team had eight top-
two finishes in individual events 
at the Viking Invitational this past 
weekend. Patel took second place 
in the 800 in 2:01.60. Freshman 
Cullen Allard also was second in 
the 1,500 with a time of 4:15.70. 
Sophomore Gabe Baker ended the 
day with a pair of second-place fin-
ishes – one in the discus at 123-5 
and another in the hammer throw 
at 109-4. Lawrence had a sweep in 
the 5,000 on Saturday. Junior Josh 
Janusiak finished in second with 
a time of 16:52.48 and junior Ben 
Schaefer won the event in 16:52.31.
This weekend, Will Nichols 
was the best runner for Lawrence 
University’s track and field team. 
He won both the triple jump and 
the 400 meters Saturday at the 
Viking Invitational. Nichols leaped 
to the top spot in the triple jump 
with a distance of 41 feet, 7 inch-
es. Nichols also finished first in 
the 400 in 50.84 seconds. Nichols 
beat St. Norbert College’s Gregory 
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Up-Clothes and Personal: Matthew Brown
Milwaukee’s Urban Ecology Center
I have wildly cared about clothing my whole life. 
From spending hours of my childhood afternoons put-
ting together outfits, to ceaselessly chopping up skirts 
and dresses to make my own creations, I spent a lot of 
my childhood thinking about clothing. My identity has 
largely, and unknowingly, been represented through 
clothes. Through this column, I hope to showcase my 
fellow Lawrentians’ understands of clothing, dissect-
ing the nuts and bolts of what personal style is, and 
seeking out stories about how identity informs style 
and how the reverse also functions. Style is about so 
much more than just clothes. It is one of the most visu-
al ways we pronounce our own identities.
“I wonder if this is going to be confusing for 
people,” freshman Matthew Brown stated while pos-
ing for this photo holding the closest thing he had at 
hand, his antique statue of the Virgin Mary. “I have a 
bad resting bitch face. This might surprise people.” 
While Brown might make his way around cam-
pus looking composed and put together, he prides 
himself on making the unexpected appear subtle 
through his clothing. Brown aims to take the bizarre 
and to make it commonplace.
“I am into antiquity,” Brown stated while talk-
ing about what inspires his style. “I like the look of 
an antique shop. There are so many different ele-
ments of the past at an antique shop. You’ll see one 
thing from one time period next to another from a 
different period. There’s a disparity that’s present in 
this one place and when you put it together it works. 
And even if it doesn’t, it might be weird or ugly. But I 
think that’s fun too.”
One of these vintage pieces that Brown loves to 
play with is his rich, buttery, chestnut brown leather 
jacket. A little oversized and with overstated lapels, 
it is very 70s and very dramatic all on its own.
 Brown stated, “This is one of the oldest pieces 
I have. I think I got it before I was 16. I think when I 
bought it I knew I wanted to find a way to pull it off. 
I’ve been aiming to live up to the jacket. I wear it if 
I’m going to a party. It’s something I pull out when 
I’m wanting to feel special.”
Brown is all about the motives that drive him to 
wear a specific piece, like his brown leather jacket. 
His decision to wear certain color schemes, cuts or 
novelty pieces is rooted in a combination of how 
he’s feeling and where he’s going.
 Brown stated, “I do a lot of periodization with 
what I wear. So I definitely like to dress for a season. 
I have a specific look for a season or even a color 
scheme. But this means that my style can be totally 
random and based on what I’m feeling. I love big 70s 
shirts and floral print, but it all changes depending 
on my mood.”
Not only does Brown’s color palette change in 
accordance to mood, but he also likes to play with 
how his clothes look against his hair color. Brown 
has been red, pink, blue and is currently bleached. 
Brown stated, “In January I had my hair bright 
red. I was trying, trying is the operative word, to do 
just black and red for a while, which kind of worked. 
Last summer, my hair was pastel blue so I was doing 
all pastels. So I really like playing off what my hair 
is doing. And what my hair does is really represen-
tative of what my feelings are. It’s really not very 
refined, but I think it’s fun, which is what matters.”
Brown’s interest in curating his appearance has 
been rooted in his long-standing love for how things 
look. He stated, “I’ve always liked style and fashion 
and I think it’s interesting how we sometimes take 
visual things and their beauty for granted. We pre-
fer to look at other medians for stories. But visual 
things are a form of text that you can read into and 
there is so much there that you can play with.”
While Brown has been aware of his interest in 
aesthetic for a long time, it wasn’t until just a few 
years ago when he realized he could reflect that 
interest in his clothing.
 Brown stated, “I had a uniform in middle 
school. It was khaki pants and a red polo. It was 
literally the target uniform. I could walk into a tar-
get and people would ask, ‘Are you an employee?’ 
Maybe that’s why I got interested in style. Just a 
strong reaction of hating khakis has lasted [with] 
me all these years.”
From “The Great Gatsby”, to Art Nouveau, to 
even art museums, Brown draws inspiration from 
all medians that are rich in the over-dramatics and 
storytelling. While holding a unique rose-printed 
linen-y button-up shirt, Brown stated, “That line in 
‘The Great Gatsby’ where Daisy is talking about all 
of Jay’s beautiful shirts really touched me because 
that’s what I love! I love beautiful shirts.”
In the vein of art museums, Brown has found a 
specific muse. Brown stated, “This is going to sound 
weird, but I’ve always idolized the dress aesthetic of 
older women who frequent art museums. I feel like 
going there on field trips in elementary school, I was 
drawn to that look. It was colorful and weird.”
That idea of kitsch is important to Brown’s 
wardrobe. Whether it be a bass fishing baseball cap 
or a long button-up shirt clad in ducks and turkeys, 
which he affectionately calls his “turducken shirt,” 
Brown stated, “For one there’s this question of what 
ugly actually is, but also I think it’s fun just to wear 
something for its shock value. Sometimes it’s as 
simple as that.”
One of Brown’s other inspirations is his home. 
Brown currently lives in St. Paul and is inspired by 
its residential architecture. Brown stated, “St. Paul 
is definitely an aesthetic influence for me. It has an 
older charm to it and it has these big 1900s colorful 
houses. The houses have a lot of colors and intricate 
details. They have cupolas and spires. They’re weird 
and I like it. There’s a lot going on. It almost reminds 
me of an antique store.”
Through it all, Brown’s eclectic, thrifty style is 
seen in all aspects of his personal style. He is a lover 
of the luxurious mixed with the laughable, and he 
finds a way to streamline that mix based all on how 
he feels.
 Brown stated, “What I wear really depends on 
the mood of how I wake up or last night or what 
I’m going to do. It’s very consciously about feelings, 
which I guess makes it not too deep. I guess you 
could say I might be a very unsophisticated dresser 
in that way.”
If you’re interested in being a part of this proj-
ect, please feel more than free to contact me at 





Matthew Brown displays his antique Virgin Mary statue.
Photo by Billy Liu. 
Midterm reading period is usually a time for 
Lawrentians to catch up on sleep and watch Netflix 
for two extra days without feeling any guilt. On May 
4 and 5, a group of six other students and myself 
decided to use our Midterm Reading Period for serv-
ing and learning about environmental sustainability 
in Milwaukee.
 Our main focus was working with Milwaukee’s 
Urban Ecology Center, or UEC for short. The Urban 
Ecology Center has three locations within Milwaukee 
and we were lucky enough to visit all of them. 
Our first stop was to the Menomonee Valley 
location on Friday morning where we did prairie 
restoration work along the Menomonee River. After 
working for most of the afternoon, we visited UEC’s 
Washington Park location where we talked with 
Emily Bablitch, a 2013 Lawrence alumna, about 
everything from her work with the nonprofit to sto-
ries about Lawrence and beyond. Emily showed us 
around the park which was designed by the archi-
tect who created Central Park in New York City. 
The next morning we had the honor of talking 
to Lawrence alumna Beth Heller who is one of the 
founding members of the Urban Ecology Center. She 
told us the history of this amazing non-profit and 
what they are currently up to.
 The UEC was created when communi-
ty members noticed deteriorating conditions of 
Milwaukee’s Riverside Park. Teachers and volun-
teers came together to create the UEC which now 
partners with Milwaukee Public Schools to educate 
and inspire a love of the environment in a program 
called Neighborhood Environmental Education 
Project (NEEP). 
UEC is unlike a lot of other environmental pro-
grams for a variety of reasons. Schools within a two-
mile radius of each park have ongoing opportunities 
throughout the school year for field trips.
 The philosophy behind the UEC’s school pro-
grams is based on research which shows that two 
things make a person environmentally aware: con-
stant contact with nature early in life and an adult 
mentor (parent, teacher, friend) who demonstrates 
positive behavior toward the environment.
 Schools can contact the UEC and ask the envi-
ronmental educators to create special programming 
for their classroom. On the day of the field trip, UEC 
environmental educators drive buses to the schools 
to pick the students up and bring them back to the 
UEC. For low income schools, this helps eliminate 
the huge barrier of transportation cost that might 
inhibit them from going on field trips.
 Programs are not just for schools. Families can 
sign up to be members of UEC and for $45 a year 
they gain access to gear rental from mountain bikes 
and kayaks to garden supplies and tents. A unique 
physical feature of the park is that UEC has made 
sure that all trails are handicap accessible.
What was so unique about our talk with Beth 
Heller was that she went beyond the normal spiel 
about the company. She told us her life experiences, 
her struggle to find who she was and what she want-
ed to do with her life.
 We were encouraged to take time for ourselves 
and not be afraid to connect with others. Beth even 
gave us her business card so we can contact her 
about meditation practices. 
Although there are no programs quite like the 
UEC in the Fox Valley, Lawrentians can get involved 
in environmentally focused practices more easily 
than one might think. The UEC has small signs all 
around their buildings with eco-tips. One included, 
“Instead of throwing away dryer lint, collect it to use 
for a quick fire starter.”
 An easy eco-tip for Lawrentians could be writ-
ing “TOLBY” (Turn Off Lights Behind You) on a piece 
of masking tape and putting it above a light switch. 
UEC-Riverside Park has a rain collecting system and 
reuses the rainwater for their toilets. How cool is 
that! Lawrence does not have the ability to do that, 
but something like limiting shower time helps to 
conserve water.
Helping out local environmentally focused 
groups is equally important. Riverview Gardens 
does much more than grow vegetables, they grow 
people. There are so many opportunities to help out 
the Appleton community.
 Stop in to the Volunteer and Community Service 
Center behind the library to learn about ways to get 
involved outside of the Lawrence bubble and the 
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Photo Feature: The Lawrentian Staff Hard at Work
Alumni Angle: Madeline Bunke ‘14
Originally hesitant to follow in the footsteps 
of her parents and older brother by attending 
Lawrence University, Madeline Bunke ’14 found her-
self drawn, nonetheless, to the school.
 “When I visited, I realized it checked my two 
most important boxes. It was a small campus where 
I could really get to know my classmates and profes-
sors, and it was a place where I could study acting 
but also the myriad of other subjects that interested 
me,” Bunke said. 
While at Lawrence, Bunke took advantage of 
the opportunity to explore several fields of inter-
est, majoring in both theater and English while 
being involved with Melee Dance Troupe, singing for 
Cantala and Concert Choir and serving as a writing 
tutor for the Center for Academic Success.
 Bunke was also heavily involved in the theater 
scene at Lawrence and mentioned the musical, “The 
Drowsy Chaperone” as well as her senior capstone 
project, “The Sweetest Swing in Baseball,” as espe-
cially outstanding experiences. Looking back on her 
time performing at Lawrence, Bunke said, “I wish I 
could do it again knowing what I know now, though, 
because at the time, I was so nervous about embar-
rassing myself that I didn’t allow myself to let go and 
have fun… College productions should be a time to 
experiment and enjoy yourself.”
Bunke was able to also experience other aspects 
of theater production through helping choreograph 
Lawrence’s production of “Grey Gardens” and by 
participating in a December Term class on play-
writing.
 “I am so grateful to have taken classes in other 
areas of theater making such as costume construc-
tion and stagecraft. These gave me tremendous 
respect for my colleagues,” Bunke reflected. 
Over the course of her career and time at 
Lawrence, Bunke’s exploration of various subjects of 
interest and her majors in english and theater have 
worked together to provide her with better under-
standings of her acting choices and helped develop 
firm professional skills.
 Bunke gave a personal example and explained, 
“I still think about my Biotechnology and Society 
class when I’m reading about innovative medi-
cal treatments in the news, and my course in Latin 
American History helps me understand current 
events happening there today.”
 These important skills can be evidenced by 
Bunke’s many jobs outside of the realm of theater 
including working as a temp at a consulting firm, as 
a box office associate and, pulling from her tutoring 
skills, serving as a transcription editor. 
Completing an English major also served to 
provide Bunke with deeper insights into theater. 
According to Bunke, “The close-reading skills I 
developed in my English classes help me immensely 
in analyzing scripts, from overarching themes to all 
possible interpretations of a single line.”
 In the meantime, theater classes were a means 
for Bunke to develop professional skills. “The skills 
I learned in theater have also landed me numerous 
temp jobs, because employers recognize that I can 
juggle multiple tasks and schedules, work well in a 
group, memorize quickly and communicate profes-
sionally.”
These aspects of Bunke’s education at Lawrence 
have woven together to allow her to explore the 
world through many perspectives. Bunke is cur-
rently employing her theatrical talents in Chicago 
doing commercial and voiceover work as well as 
acting in Chicago TV shows such as “Empire” and 
“Chicago Fire.”
 Bunke is still deeply immersed in stage craft as 
well, performing for several Chicago theaters such 
as Oil Lamp Productions, in which she is currently 
working on the show “Love, Loss, and What I Wore.”
Bunke expressed gratefulness for her personal 
educational experiences at Lawrence as well as to 
the community which Lawrence fosters. “I am happy 
to say that Lawrence is a community that extends 
beyond campus. The alumni network helped me out 
when I moved to Chicago, both socially and profes-
sionally,” Bunke explained.
 Chicago has proven to be an excellent place 
for Bunke to explore her profession. “Chicago is an 
amazing place to be an actor because it has thriving 
artistic scenes of all genres, from theater to improv 
to television to voiceover.
 Even though it is a large city, the community 
is tight-knit, and everyone is looking to grow and 
support their peers. It strikes that perfect balance 
between homey Midwestern friendliness and ener-
getic urban drive.”
Overall, Bunke emphasized the importance of 
Lawrence’s liberal arts education as a way to mold 
students into what Bunke described as “interesting 
citizens of the world” who she said, “can bridge com-
munication gaps and consider different solutions to 
problems.”
 To Bunke, the dedication to learning exhib-
ited by both students and professors alike contrib-
utes to the development of these citizens of the 
world through fostering curiosity. Bunke exclaimed, 




A playbill from Bunke’s performance in “The Drowsy Chaperone.”
Photo by Hannah Burgess.
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Jake Victor 5tet’s “Twisted Heads”
“Twisted Heads” is the debut 
album from the Jake Victor 5tet, 
created while senior Victor was 
abroad studying at Conservatorium 
van Amsterdam. Despite being 
away from Lawrence, he was still 
able to work with senior guitar-
ist Jack Kilkelly-Schmidt, a close 
collaborator who was also study-
ing there. Rounding out the band 
were three Conservatorium stu-
dents who the two Lawrentians 
met there and immediately felt a 
deep connection with, and this is 
shown throughout the music on 
the album. Had I listened and not 
known the musicians met each 
other, wrote, arranged, played and 
recorded all within the fall, I would 
have not even considered that to 
be a possibility. There is a bond 
here that some jazz bands strive 
for throughout their careers, but 
where this comes from, I have no 
clue—sometimes it is just about 
being in the right place at the right 
time.
A lot of the clear focus the 
band has can be attributed to the 
leader. Victor, who played piano 
and keyboards, was also the voice 
behind the compositions, taking 
ideas and adapting them to this 
group. This gave the group a uni-
fied drive and solid parameters to 
work with, but it was easy to hear 
that this did not box the musicians 
in or hinder them in the slight-
est. The wayward, wonky track, 
“Theologians” showcased intense 
listening and grooving from all the 
members as well as soloists who 
freely worked over broken and 
fluctuating feels before flowing to 
the next solo or coalescing into the 
scheming head. “Call to Prayer,” the 
following track, contrasted but still 
drew from a similar spirit, pulsing 
and brooding before building up 
via writing and soloists to a huge, 
bone-shaking power that broke 
into the head, subsequently dissolv-
ing into a haunting, ballad-esque 
piano outro. While it is the fervor 
on these tracks that most caught 
my ear, other moments like Jason 
Koth ’17’s electronic palettes and a 
poppy cover of Coltrane’s “Naima” 
kept me hooked. It is tough to make 
a band knowing that its time as a 
whole will be very limited, but the 
five musicians made the most of 
their fall together; “Twisted Heads” 
is indicative of that.
You can purchase the album at 
jakevictor.bandcamp.com.
The Living Strange’s “Baby On 
Cement”
I started reviewing The Living 
Strange with their debut EP, “2 
AM Freak Show,” and since that 
2015 release, I have heard them 
evolve and mature quickly and 
impressively for a rock band this 
young. “Baby On Cement,” their 
longest release to date clocking in 
at about 30 minutes, is undoubt-
edly my favorite. While their first 
EP and second EP, 2017’s “Home?,” 
certainly provided enjoyable and 
energetic listens, it was this EP that 
truly showed me what The Living 
Strange is capable of.
“Baby On Cement” is by far 
the most emotionally-charged 
music they have put out, and this 
was emphasized by the transpar-
ency that front man Elijah Sokolow 
allowed. Sokolow also played 
everything but drums, although he 
programmed a bit of those too. 
Through social media posts and an 
invitation to send in questions on 
their Bandcamp, the creative pro-
cess and Sokolow’s often cryptic 
lyrics had little light shed on them. 
Whether a similar approach to past 
releases would have significantly 
changed them is unclear, but with 
this EP in specific, the cathartic 
nature of their music was promi-
nent. The juxtaposition of lyrics 
that looked back, inward and out-
ward with sonic experimentation 
created a stretch of music that is an 
animated, ever-changing trip at the 
surface, but also has great depth, 
as far as both subject and sound 
are concerned. The EP is a hodge-
podge with intention behind every 
gesture—whether that gesture was 
live sounds, a recording approach 
or anything else. But despite this 
collage nature, the 11 songs have 
clean structure, allowing all of 
these twitchy and wild ideas to be 
heard. With everything that went 
into it, “Baby On Cement” was a 
risk for The Living Strange. To 
be so open about struggles stem-
ming back to childhood while also 
embracing many new approaches 
to writing, playing and recording 
is a tough combination, and even 
though the band was ambitious 
and went for both, they landed it 
with aplomb and momentum.
“Baby On Cement” and past 
releases are available at theliving-
strange.bandcamp.com. There are 
many upcoming releases, so make 





Wes Anderson’s “Isle of Dogs” 
was an outstanding movie. It was 
weird, like all of Anderson’s other 
movies. It had a hidden depth, like 
all of his other movies. And most 
importantly, it had so much care 
put into every shot, which is anoth-
er characteristic of Anderson’s 
movies. “Isle of Dogs” is also a stop 
motion animation, which means 
that the characters are miniature 
models that animators move by 
hand for each individual frame. 
Anderson revealed prior to the 
movie’s release that about eight 
hours of shooting each day would 
produce about 30 seconds of 
usable film, meaning that the mak-
ing of the movie was a painstaking 
and arduous process. The result, 
however, was a finely crafted movie 
with loving detail in every shot, 
every character, etc.
The setting is in a futuristic 
Japanese city called Megasaki where 
evil cat-loving Mayor Kobayashi 
and his goon named Majordomo 
claim that due to an outbreak of 
dog-flu, all of the dogs in Megasaki 
are to be exiled to Trash Island. 
The movie follows two different 
plot lines corresponding to the two 
settings. In Megasaki, Kobayashi’s 
rival is working on a cure for the 
dog-flu and Kobayashi is attempt-
ing to suppress this knowledge. 
On Trash Island, Kobayashi’s ward, 
Atari, crash-lands while looking for 
his dog, Spots. Atari is helped by a 
democratic pack of dogs. Among 
them is a stray named Chief, played 
by Brian Cranston. Throughout the 
movie, Anderson switches back 
and forth between these two set-
tings. 
The art in this movie is incred-
ible. The city of Megasaki is stun-
ning with science labs, Kobayashi’s 
lair and city hall being major land-
marks. Trash Island has a gross 
look about it, as one might expect, 
and yet is charming in its own way. 
The dogs themselves have realis-
tic-looking fur that has a mangy 
quality, showing their suffering on 
Trash Island. The film also blended 
3D stop motion with 2D anima-
tion; any shot on a television was 
two-dimensional. This created a 
unique effect, as most of the tele-
vision was Kobayashi’s proclama-
tions or his version of the media. 
To me, this implied that his ver-
sion of events is less true than the 
other sources of information in the 
movie. Anderson also takes great 
care to replicate Japanese cultural 
images such as a storyteller recit-
ing an ancient tale at the begin-
ning. All of the Japanese charac-
ters, additionally, spoke Japanese 
in the movie. Atari, Kobayashi and 
other Japanese characters spoke in 
their native language almost with-
out any subtitles. Translation was 
either not present at all or was 
translated by an interpreter.
What I really enjoyed was 
the love for man’s best friend in 
the movie. For the most part, the 
movie is a piece of a comedy, yet 
Anderson often proves the point 
that life would be so sad without 
dogs in the world. From Chief’s 
transformation from an angry stray 
to a loyal friend, to Atari’s search 
for his best friend, the core of the 
movie is a touching tribute to the 






On April 20, 2018, Chicago 
band Post Animal released their 
sophomore album, “When I Think 
Of You In A Castle.” The six-piece 
group, including Joe Keery from the 
famed show “Stranger Things,” all 
equally contributed to the album’s 
composition, through vocals and 
instruments. What is born from 
this balanced collaboration is cohe-
sion in psychedelic and garage rock 
music. No two songs on “When I 
Think Of You In A Castle” are simi-
lar; each track cancels preceding 
harmonies by contrasting in speed 
or the major influence of an instru-
ment. This cancellation works in 
the album’s favor, successfully dis-
playing its cohesiveness with no 
ill sound. At the end of the album, 
I was honestly left speechless, yet 
satisfied. 
The first song, “Everywhere 
All at Once,” begins the album 
with quiet guitar strums and is 
entirely instrumental. Synths are 
also played, and there is a calm 
sense of psychedelia throughout. 
At the track’s end, the guitar play-
ing becomes more intense and 
the song immediately flows into 
the album’s first single, “Gelatin 
Mode,” which commences a heavy 
guitar influence, immediately 
cancelling out the genteel psy-
chedelics of the preceding song. 
Percussion and electric guitar gain 
instrumental control for nearly 
six minutes, along with calming 
vocals that have a creepy under-
tone. Joe Keery’s voice is haunting 
as he states, “Your mind, gelatin 
mode. Time to explode.” These lyr-
ics represent the looming psyche-
delic theme throughout the album. 
There is a scream in the last min-
ute, with, “Been low, travelin’ slow 
out on your own. Your mind, gela-
tin mode,” being repeated a few 
times afterwards.
There is a constant switch 
between which instrument gains 
control of a song’s influence, with 
synths, guitar and drums either 
gaining control of a song’s section 
or the track overall; sometimes 
there are two instruments in equal 
charge. Yet, all three remain preva-
lent in each song, no matter which 
takes more command over another. 
The vocals, which are sung by all 
members who switch roles as lead 
in different songs, maintain a calm-
ing, melodic effect that never sways 
despite the ranging intensity of the 
instruments. 
The theme of contrast that is 
seen in both “Everywhere All at 
Once” and “Gelatin Mode” arrives 
again in the last two songs, “One 
Thing” and “Dirtpicker.” “One 
Thing” is a slow-moving song 
heavily based in quiet yet powerful 
synths and guitar; the song has a 
daydream effect. It ends on a quiet 
note and “Dirtpicker” begins very 
quickly and loudly. When I first 
heard this, I was taken off-guard 
by this change of pace. Similar to 
“Gelatin Mode,” the track is near-
ly six minutes long, yet its speed 
leaves you in disbelief that it lasts 
that length of time. Ending on an 
unbelievably fast, yet long note, the 
album leaves you in a psychedelic 
daze.
The rock scene in Chicago is 
booming with acts such as Twin 
Peaks, Whitney, Modern Vices 
and countless others; Post Animal 
is adding to the Chicago scene’s 
prominence and success with this 
arrival of illustrious psychedelia.
“When I Think Of 
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New Music Series showcases Quince
On Sunday, May 6, Lawrence 
welcomed Quince Ensemble 
as part of its New Music Series. 
Quince is a vocal chamber group 
consisting of sopranos Liz Pearse, 
Amanda DeBoer Bartlett and 
Carrie Henneman Shaw, plus 
mezzo-soprano Kayleigh Butcher. 
Henneman Shaw is a graduate of 
Lawrence University. Quince spe-
cializes in contemporary vocal 
ensemble music and frequently 
commissions new works for the 
genre. 
On the stage of Memorial 
Chapel, the concert began as Pearse 
and DeBoer Bartlett entered qui-
etly through the side doors. They 
began to sing from opposite sides 
of the stage. Each woman’s voice 
seemed to echo and complement 
the other to create an interesting 
counterpoint. Their voices gradual-
ly became louder and more forceful 
as they both stepped slowly toward 
the front of the stage. The two con-
trasting lines began to blend as the 
piece reached its climax. 
After the remaining group 
members joined them on stage, 
Quince greeted the audience, 
explaining that Gilda Lyons, the 
composer of the first piece, was 
inspired by watching women in 
Nicaragua repair fishing nets on 
the beach using needles made from 
fish bone. This vision of mend-
ing and weaving together led to a 
musical composition that attempt-
ed to evoke the same image with 
two human voices. Each other 
piece came with a similarly unique 
backstory, which helped me engage 
more fully with the music. 
Their next selection entitled 
“The Four Winds,” explored the 
tendency to organize our internal 
and external world into quater-
nities, such as North, South, East 
and West. I enjoyed an unexpected 
harmonica interlude as well as the 
companion illustrations that were 
included in the program notes. 
Another piece, “Three Erasures,” 
featured lyrics from a series of 
erasure poetry created by eras-
ing large sections of articles from 
“Teen Vogue” magazine. According 
to the composer, Cara Haxo, the 
poetry “depicts a woman’s struggle 
with body image within a society 
that places too much emphasis on 
physical appearance.”
Each member of the Quince 
ensemble is a classically trained 
vocalist; they all have advanced 
musical degrees. This was very evi-
dent in their performance – Quince 
was almost perfectly in tune and in 
time. Although I’m no judge of sing-
ing ability, I thought they sounded 
beautiful. Most of their selections 
were experimental, eschewing the 
traditional rules that most vocal 
music follows. Only their final 
piece resembled a traditional 
song. It was entitled “Prisoner of 
Conscience,” and it gave a similar 
impression to a spiritual hymn. The 
text centered on the theme of the 
responsibility to oppose tyranny 
and oppression, and the program 
notes hinted at a relevance to some 
recent political events.
“Prisoner of Conscience” was 
moving and soulful and was a fit-
ting conclusion to a concert that 
ventured into the horizon of pos-
sibilities for vocal ensemble music, 
often making subtle remarks about 
society along the way. Quince 
received a standing ovation, a sure 
indication that the rest of the audi-
ence also appreciated the outstand-
ing singing of each member as well 
as the fascinating and meaningful 
new music that they shared.
Quince vocal group performs in the Lawrence Memorial Chapel.
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Senior and Bachelor of Music 
student Sally Alvarado will be 
graduating this June with a major 
in Choral/General Music Education 
and minor in Teaching English as 
a Second Language (ESL). Though 
four years has gone by fast, 
Alvarado has made many friends 
and memories along the way by 
joining many different student 
organizations. 
In hopes of meeting musi-
cians outside of the voice depart-
ment and students in the college, 
Alvarado joined two Greek orga-
nizations, Sigma Alpha Iota (SAI) 
and Kappa Kappa Gamma. For 
Alvarado, both of these organiza-
tions have fostered her goals of 
being part of a larger organization 
of shared values: “I was able to get 
to know so many amazing women 
in a way that meant I had a commit-
ment as a friend, which is different 
from being involved in other orga-
nizations that serve more academic 
purposes.” Apart from these two 
organizations, Alvarado has been 
on the board for Deep Listeners 
of LU for the past year which has 
greatly enhanced her experience 
as a music education major. “The 
way that I think about listening and 
creating music is so different than 
it was when I came to Lawrence,” 
Alvarado mentioned. 
Earlier this term, Alvarado 
also performed her senior recital, 
“Dear Childhood.” On her choice of 
title, Alvarado stated, “When I first 
started programming…my initial 
idea was to have it be about my 
identity, but I was having a hard 
time focusing on the repertoire 
without feeling like I was cutting 
off a piece of myself that I want-
ed to represent.” Thinking about 
her childhood memories and the 
importance of her past gave her 
the inspiration to focus her recital 
on the bitter-sweetness of being 
an adult: “I decided that I wanted 
to give myself and the audience 
a little sliver of childhood.” Some 
of the highlighted pieces in her 
recital were the children’s stories, 
“Where the Wild Things Are” and 
“Goodnight Moon,” as well as a jazz 
ballad, “Radiance.” Never thinking 
of herself as a performer, Alvarado 
initially felt daunted by creating her 
program: “I prefer singing in small 
groups and ensembles, because my 
favorite part of being a musician is 
collaborating with others and cre-
ating together.” So, for her recital, 
Alvarado did just that, collaborat-
ing with friends and inviting audi-
ence members to participate by 
improvising while she read aloud 
the children’s works. Alvarado’s 
senior recital was an opportunity 
to share memories with friends and 
family as well as collaborating and 
arranging pieces with other musi-
cians. For Lawrentians preparing 
for their senior recital next year, 
Alvarado advises, “Choose a theme 
that you are passionate about, col-
laborate with people who you love 
and respect and don’t try to please 
anyone other than yourself.”
Alvarado’s Teaching ESL minor 
has been another important aspect 
of her time at Lawrence. In the 
college, two of her favorite classes 
have been Sociology of Education 
and Ethnicity and Cultural 
Diversity in Education, both 
taught by Bee Connell Mielke and 
Associate Professor of Education 
Stewart Purkey. Alvarado enjoyed 
his classes because, “[Purkey] 
really pushes his students to think 
deeply…understanding how race 
and socioeconomic status affects 
students and how ‘business as 
usual’ will not suffice.” Classes in 
the Education & Education Studies 
Departments along with voice 
lessons, studio and music educa-
tion classes all prepared Alvarado 
for life after Lawrence. This fall, 
Alvarado has plans student-teach-
ing in Appleton with elementary 
general music, middle school choir 
and high school (English Language 
Learners). Afterwards, she will be 
looking for teaching positions in 
Chicago, as well as finding oppor-
tunities at nonprofit organizations. 
With only a couple weeks left 
until commencement, Alvarado 
thinks of all the people that have 
become a large support network 
for her on campus. When asked if 
there were professors she would 
like to give a shout-out to, Alvarado 
replied, “Too many!” Instructor of 
Music Leila Ramagopal Pertl ’87 
and Associate Professor of Music 
Brigetta Miller are two of these 
many professors who have been 
a large support in Alvarado’s four 
years at Lawrence. Pertl and Miller 
have helped her “navigat[e] being 
a musician and woman of color 
at Lawrence.” If she were to keep 
one thing from Lawrence with her 
after graduation, Alvarado says, “All 
of the opportunities that I have 
been given to explore my different 
interests.” This, of course, includes 
her friendships, classes and late-
night talks “full of laughter with my 
roomba!”
Photo by Julia Balestri.
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Surreal online interactions 
have become the norm in the 
years since Donald Trump’s ascen-
dance to the presidency. Perhaps 
no one has embraced Twitter’s 
potential to bring unlikely figures 
together more than rapper and 
producer Kanye West. On April 
25, for example, he tweeted, “burn 
that excel spreadsheet” without 
any context, prompting comedy 
account “Wu-Tang Financial” and 
Microsoft Excel’s official account 
to come together and defend the 
popular spreadsheet software. 
Numerous users commented on 
the odd humor of this juxtaposi-
tion, but perhaps nothing in the 
history of Twitter is as strange as 
West’s most recent political out-
bursts and his eventual acknowl-
edgement by the president him-
self, also a heavy Twitter user. 
    Uncomfortable ideas are 
important because they make us 
question our values. Artists have 
often been at the front lines of 
social and political change, forcing 
us to consider the way we live and 
the causes we support.  West has 
forgone meaningful social com-
mentary in favor of nice-sounding 
platitudes (“it’s really cool to say 
I hate you. But it’s not cool to say 
I love you. Love has a stigma”) 
and endorsements of conserva-
tive figureheads like Charlie Kirk 
and Candace Owens. Despite his 
claim that he is the enlightened 
one – “we’re being starved and 
anyone who starts asking unpopu-
lar questions gets demonized” – 
West often espouses contentious 
positions, blaming the poor and 
oppressed. For a high-profile art-
ist like Kanye West to champion 
such controversial and inflamma-
tory ideologies is surprising and 
deeply disappointing. 
What is perhaps most frus-
trating is that these problematic 
ideas are packaged with generic 
ideas about love, attempting to 
mask the hatefulness and exclu-
sion that Trump and MAGA rep-
resent in the eyes of many. West’s 
wealth and status insulate him 
from certain social and economic 
issues, allowing him the privilege 
of tweeting about these issues 
from afar without enacting real 
steps that can be made toward 
change. Rapper and recent West 
collaborator T.I. has said, “He 
don’t know the things that we 
know because he’s removed him-
self from society to a point where 
it don’t reach him,” suggesting that 
West doesn’t truly understand 
these issues at all.
In Twitter, West has an 
always-on way to share his unfil-
tered thoughts to anyone willing 
to read them; his account current-
ly has nearly 30 million followers. 
With such huge exposure, it has 
become difficult to escape hear-
ing about the latest thing West 
has done.
Given his consistently dra-
matic and contrarian public per-
sona, it is fair to assume that “no 
press is bad press” may be West’s 
mantra at the moment. He plans 
to release an album in June, and 
any media coverage – no mat-
ter how controversial – guaran-
tees more sales. West appears 
to be using his massive cultural 
influence to capitalize on racial 
tensions in America, in particu-
lar. While provocation can be an 
effective promotional technique, 
the way he utilizes such devastat-
ingly relevant national issues for 
his own gain is irresponsible and 
inappropriate. West, and celebri-
ties in general, must be wary of 
their influence when they choose 
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What is reading period for?
Reading period. The time des-
ignated for students to supposedly 
study for their midterms, although 
they are usually over before read-
ing period starts, which is quite 
confusing. If midterms are before 
reading period then what are 
you supposed to be reading dur-
ing this period? I do not have all 
the answers for everyone, but I do 
have some suggestions after com-
ing back to Lawrence with a fresh 
post-reading-period perspective. 
Get out. Leave this place. 
Do not just squeeze out of the 
Lawrence bubble for a few hours – 
pop the bubble with a giant needle, 
and then get as far away as possible 
before it reforms and sneaks up on 
you. I had found myself stuck in 
the day to day shuffle of this cam-
pus for quite a while, and by sixth 
week it had gotten to the point 
where even little outings to the 
thrift store could not lift the weight 
Lawrence had put upon me with 
impending registration, meetings, 
club events, endless homework 
everywhere and people who need-
ed my time that I did not have. But 
I had plans – marvelous wonderful 
plans that involved departure to 
far away places, luxurious spend-
ing of money I kind of had, and 
lots of unplanned parts that were 
somewhat important, like where I 
would be crashing. And this is what 
was able to bring my sanity back, 
as well as my will to come freely 
back to this place of no free time 
ever and still find happiness. 
So, for me, leaving Lawrence 
is the best option to spend my 
reading period. You may point out 
the lack of reading in my reading 
period, or that I am not really doing 
anything remotely productive, like 
catching up on classwork and clubs 
and, oh God, maybe even tackling 
answering those 600 unopened 
emails, which all are fair points, 
but that is what makes reading 
period a perfect time to escape. 
Staying in this dismal place one 
more hour on Thursday would 
surely have brought my demise, 
for I was quite a stressed out and 
frazzled cookie. But I went to a big 
city, saw new sites very, very differ-
ent from Appleton, went to a differ-
ent campus much larger than ours 
and saw old and new friends. And I 
made friends! And that was healing 
on so many levels for me that I did 
not even comprehend until I pulled 
up under the bridge and saw the 
nipple of knowledge and did not 
feel a sinking feeling in my chest. I 
am rejuvenated, full of fresh air and 
somewhat painful sunburn and fun 
adventures and new memories. 
Maybe reading period means lots 
of studious activities for you, like 
planning study groups and knitting 
sweaters and admiring the humid-
ity throughout various campus 
buildings, but if you are someone 
who has found a sudden weight in 
attending this college – not neces-
sarily a dislike for this place, but 
just a certain amount of stress that 
now impedes your ability to enjoy 
each bright moment in a day and 
maybe even laugh a little – then 
please know leaving this place for a 




Last week, Lawrentian op-ed 
writer Mara Kissinger talked about 
having SAD and the stigma against 
mental illness. As someone with 
a mental illness, I felt inspired to 
contribute my own thoughts to the 
conversation. That being said, I 
want to mention a few of the ideas 
taught in my film studies class a 
few weeks ago. Furthermore, it is 
equally important to analyze and 
point out stereotypes about and 
stigma against mental illness or, in 
my case, autism. 
In film studies, we discussed 
the “ugliness” imposed upon 
marginalized groups – how peo-
ple deviant from the norm are 
perceived as ugly. Anyone of an 
oppressed group is not seen as 
beautiful or desirable in the eyes 
of mainstream culture. Rather than 
attempting to become beautiful, 
however, the articles we read advo-
cated for an embrace of the mag-
nificent and ugly; identifying with 
the “sideshow freaks.” This train 
of thought is somewhat difficult 
to adopt because it requires cour-
age to take pride in one’s ugliness 
and shame. By writing this article, 
though, I hope to inspire others to 
follow suit.
According to “Moving 
Toward the Ugly: A Politic Beyond 
Desirability,” by writer and activ-
ist Mia Mingus, reclaiming the 
“otherness” you have been associ-
ated with prevents other people 
from weaponizing it against you. It 
brings it into the public, confront-
ing those who would marginalize 
“freaks.” Subsequently, leaving evi-
dence of and creating media about 
the freaks is important to prove 
that there are ways to live other 
than those presented by the main-
stream. Rather than assimilating 
to what is prized by mainstream 
culture, marginalized groups must 
resist by living alternatively and 
voicing alternative views. The 
best way to revolutionize against 
the capitalist patriarchal white 
supremacist mainstream society 
is to act contrary to what it ideal-
izes. Simply put, we must reject 
stereotypes and be compassionate 
towards one another.
Beyond being considered ugly, 
there are structural barriers for 
marginalized people, as well. One 
setting in which these barriers are 
most prominent is the public edu-
cation system. People who are larg-
er than the norm have a hard time 
sitting comfortably in a classroom, 
because the desks are only fitted 
for one kind of person. People of 
color (PoC) are expected to stay 
quiet and submissive rather than 
expressing intellectual curiosity, 
because anything but a “dumb PoC” 
is a threat to the capitalist patri-
archal white supremacist main-
stream society. People with a men-
tal illness are not given resources 
or assistance, and in many cases 
(e.g. people with autism) they are 
expected to be in a separate room 
from the neurotypical students, 
despite being completely function-
al besides having a few needs here 
or there. Many of these are institu-
tional and systemic issues, requir-
ing action from all of us. In terms of 
the education system, local activ-
ism to push for acceptance and 
inclusion of marginalized people in 
school is the way to go.
Now, I want to discuss autism 
and how it is portrayed in media 
and visual culture. In any given 
Hollywood movie or network TV 
show, people with autism are 
always portrayed as high function-
ing geniuses who just have some 
problems socializing. Rarely is 
it ever brought up that we also 
struggle with sensory overload and 
motor functions. The latter includ-
ing things like writing, tying shoes 
and more. For me, the former is 
harder to handle. Essentially, 
brains with autism, unlike neuro-
typical brains, do not necessarily 
filter background processes out. 
For most people, when multiple 
senses are being stimulated, their 
brains lower the intensity and filter 
them into the background. 
In my case, however, many 
such processes are hard to ignore, 
particularly sight and sound. So, 
for example, if I am studying in a 
room and I hear friends talking, it 
is difficult to concentrate because 
I cannot “just ignore them,” as peo-
ple used to tell me. Nowadays it 
has become less of a problem, but 
I would always have to go to the 
library in high school to study. One 
scenario that instantly triggers my 
sensory overload is bright lights 
– especially LEDs. I was at my girl-
friend’s house once, and while we 
were eating dinner, her kitchen’s 
LED lights were quite distracting. 
Combined with her dog’s barking, I 
had what felt like an anxiety attack. 
To reclaim my sanity, I had to move 
to a room with relatively soft light-
ing and quiet noises.
Returning to my point about 
Hollywood, I want to analyze some 
of the stigma against autism, rather 
than just the misrepresentation. 
One example that is particularly 
heinous is “The Big Bang Theory,” 
wherein one of the characters, 
Sheldon, who is presumably on the 
autism spectrum, is a clown. He is 
a high functioning straight white 
male, making him the perfect char-
acter for network television. There 
are several moments in the show in 
which Sheldon’s social mishaps are 
the butt of the joke. “The Big Bang 
Theory” is also offensive to many 
other groups, and I would recom-
mend people interested in know-
ing more to watch the Pop Culture 
Detective’s videos on it, which can 
be found on YouTube.
People of various marginal-
ized identities struggle with the 
stigma and difficulties shoveled out 
by society every day, and represen-
tation in visual media often makes 
it worse. Not only does the main-
stream media present a lifestyle 
that is normative and dominant 
in every way – it creates miscon-
ceptions about marginalized peo-
ple. Therefore, we must call for a 
culture and society that accepts 
everyone despite their differences. 
To fight this capitalist patriarchal 
white supremacist mainstream 
society, we all must exercise a 
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Walmart, donuts, urinals
There are certain times in 
life when we are confronted with 
something unfamiliar and new 
– those new things that test our 
comfort zone and challenge us 
to leap outside of the box into a 
realm of thinking we have never 
experienced before. Normally, we 
are encouraged to seek out such 
things, saying “Expand your hori-
zons” or “You only live once.” But 
there is one area where venturing 
outside the box is everything from 
mildly frowned upon to outright 
dangerous.  Yes, I am talking about 
sex.
Bear with me, because your 
immediate reaction might be to 
scoff at the thought of a reason 
to step outside of your comfort 
zone with the one thing humans 
“know” how to do. Why mess with 
a good thing? You know what feels 
right, so why change it? Well, just 
because we are comfortable doing 
something doesn’t mean that it 
is the best option for the people 
around us or even ourselves. But I 
am not actually just talking about a 
new position; I am not saying one 
night you should switch from mis-
sionary to something more daring 
and ultimately sore-muscle-induc-
ing. I am talking about the bodies 
we interact with and our funda-
mental ideas about sex.
I think an appropriate place 
to start is a body type that we 
find mundane yet repulsive. I want 
to start with the fat and gener-
ally bigger bodies of the world. 
Oftentimes, we make people with 
these bodies into jokes. We laugh 
at them for their size.  But not only 
that – we also laugh at their own 
sexual desires. We even fetishize 
them, only seeing their bodies and 
not their personhood. In short, in 
our eyes, they are beings without 
personality, intelligence, beauty or 
desire. However, these are human 
beings, so of course they are not 
the stereotypes that we see. The 
first idea about sex we must change 
is the idea that there is a body size 
that is acceptable and one that is 
not.
This prejudice is often dis-
guised by other “concerns” that 
people who are not fat have. “What 
if my partner crushes me?” “What 
if I suffocate under their skin?” 
“I just want to be with someone 
who cares about their health.” “I 
do not want a partner who just 
lazes around the house all day.” We 
disguise these excuses as concerns 
because they make us feel better. 
Most of us use them because we 
don’t want to be “mean” and admit 
that we’re fat phobic. But none of 
these are true concerns. Being fat 
is not indicative of a lazy lifestyle, 
and plenty of people in bigger bod-
ies work out, dance or play sports. 
Most people in our health-obsessed 
society obsess over health, and fat 
people are not exempt from that. 
They may have even done a lot 
of unhealthy things like starving 
themselves and extreme dieting 
in an attempt to reach what we 
call “health.” And finally, worry-
ing about not being able to handle 
weight on top of you does not mean 
that you cannot have sex with a 
fat person. I am certain that in the 
countless guides, magazines and 
websites there are at least a few 
positions you and a partner could 
try that would assuage that fear. 
The truth is that we are perfectly 
capable of having sex with bigger 
bodies – we have just so stigma-
tized it that we pretend it is out of 
the question.
The next area to delve into is 
people with bodies that are differ-
ent from what is expected. Trans 
men who have vaginas, intersex 
people assigned female in appear-
ance but who might have testicles 
as well as a vagina, trans women 
who have penises, non-binary 
people who have no breasts but 
a vagina or breasts and a penis, 
people assigned female who grow 
facial hair – the list goes on and on. 
These are the people and bodies 
who we do our best to ignore. They 
are freaks, and we render them as 
outcasts because they question our 
ideas about gender and sex. When 
their ambiguity does appear in 
pop culture, we base the whole arc 
around determining “what” they 
are or we make them the butt of a 
joke centered around our disgust. 
The second idea about sex that 
we must change is that there is a 
certain list of body parts on a per-
son that dictate our attraction and 
parts that dictate repulsion.
The most mainstream exam-
ple of this is asking a trans person 
if they have had the big “operation.” 
This is, of course, basically ask-
ing what they have in their pants, 
which is mind boggling to ask to 
anyone. Most people write this 
questioning off as “curiosity,” but 
the obsession can get dangerous 
(a warning: I am about to discuss 
serious violence.) Islan Nettles 
was 21 when she died from head 
injuries inflicted upon her by a 
man who had initially been flirting 
with her (as reported by the New 
York Times.) His reason? He “didn’t 
want to be fooled.” After one of her 
friends teased him for flirting with 
a transgender woman, he viciously 
beat Nettles, who was rushed to 
the hospital only to die five days 
later. This idea of “not wanting to 
be fooled” is a covert way of saying 
that he was repulsed and threat-
ened by the idea of being attracted 
to and having sex with a “man.” It 
is really of no importance whether 
or not Nettles still had the penis 
that she was born with –  the fact 
that the thought of it could get her 
savagely beaten to death is heart-
breaking and inexcusable.
A woman with a penis does 
not make you gay for having sex 
with them. Just like having a non-
binary partner does not make you 
pansexual. Orientation is up to the 
person individually to define and 
does not hinge on their partner. 
If you love someone, sex can be a 
great way to feel good with your 
partner and have a connection, 
though it is not necessary for either 
of those things. There are hun-
dreds of combinations of different 
things that can do that and all sorts 
of different stimuli you can try. For 
example, a lesbian who identifies 
as a woman having sex with her 
partner who has a penis does not 
have to be penetrated just because 
those parts “fit” together. She can 
use a strap-on on her partner or 
her partner can perform oral on 
her or they can reduce dysphoria 
by having her stroke a toy vagina 
and her partner’s penis at the same 
time.  If your partner’s body fails 
to fit what you expect or what you 
believe you desire, there are so 
many ways for both of you to enjoy 
your sexualities and sex together 
while validating both of your iden-
tities and desires.
I suppose there is no real con-
clusion to this, and this has not 
concluded all that I have to say on 
the matter. What I will say is that 
we all need to be talking about 
this far more than we currently do, 
which seems to be a commonality 
of the topics I choose. This sexual 
rigidity and discomfort is costing 
people their lives, because Islan 
Nettles is not the only murdered 
individual who was killed because 
their body didn’t “fit” what we 
thought they “should” look like.  At 
its least threatened, with fat bod-
ies, or at its most, with “unnatu-
ral” ones, prejudices surrounding 
sex and sexual attraction damage 
minds and bodies alike. Part of 
the reason that I decided to write 
about this is because I still have a 
lot of hang ups and problems with 
these exact issues. I often fail to 
step outside of my comfort zone 
when it comes to who I date and 
love. 
What would it take for you, the 
reader, to step outside of your com-
fort zone? I personally strive for 
it every day. Because I know that 
there are people who deserve love 
and compassion and to have their 
desires acknowledged and vali-
dated who are being hidden away 
and spat upon by society. And I 
also know that acceptance is more 
than just tolerance, because until 
we can say that we are comfortable 
with being attracted to and fall-
ing in love “unacceptable people,” 
we cannot say that we have truly 
accepted them.
Somewhere in the deepest, 
most sensibly-priced depths of 
the American Middle West, there 
is a rumbling. There, where shoes 
are six different shades of white 
and T-shirts are designed by some-
one who has never seen a shirt 
with their own eyes, where val-
ues are found and tossed aside 
daily, a monstrous beast is feel-
ing the tremors of another behe-
moth growing. Walmart has found 
a competitor.
Easy there, buddy. This is 
not going to be an article about 
Walmart. As I said a few weeks 
ago, I have no interest in discuss-
ing that sort of subject here, nor 
does anyone want to see a 21-year-
old dummy trying to dissect the 
nuance of economics in 1,100 
words. 
This article is about that com-
petitor to Walmart. I am not talk-
ing about Target or Costco. In my 
professional opinion as a barista 
and writer, the biggest competitor 
to Walmart in the coming decades 
will be Dunkin’ Donuts. 
Right now, Dunkin’ Donuts 
might seem like an afterthought in 
the scope of the national economy, 
battling it out in the quick cof-
fee marketplace with Starbucks 
and—I don’t know, Gloria Jean’s? 
Caribou? Someone with a van, a 
Keurig and an entrepreneurial atti-
tude? I cannot even begin to guess 
what the third-place coffee chain 
is. Is it McDonald’s? I can only 
assume that McDonald’s takes the 
bronze. But Dunkin’ Donuts stands 
out from its competition in its his-
tory and its potential to rise to 
big-box status one strange product 
at a time. 
Everyone has heard Nike’s 
origin story: Phil Knight selling 
weird shoes out of his van as if he 
were the Bon App food truck idling 
outside of the Con. Most people 
are not aware of this, but Dunkin’ 
Donuts actually has a similar suc-
cess story. I have done absolute-
ly no research on this, but I am 
willing to opine that Dunkin’ was 
founded by one feisty entrepre-
neur, Duncan Donitz. Duncan was, I 
can only assume, so inspired by the 
pastry industry and the concept 
of circles that he began to sell his 
signature ‘Donitz’ from the back 
of his Bel Air. After a name change 
and a few productive changes to 
the product, Dunkin’ Donuts (DD) 
was born.
All these years later, DD is 
setting itself apart from the pack 
through its willingness to invest in 
some of the silliest products I have 
ever seen. 
Two weeks ago, DD rolled 
out a probationary item known 
as Donut Fries. To the average 
observer, these little buddies might 
not appear to be fries at all. The 
Fries, which are specifically com-
posed of cinnamon-and-sugar 
“Donut Sticks,” are somehow dif-
ferent from what might otherwise 
be called “bad churros.” The fries 
will not make it to every location, 
but the entrepreneurial attitude of 
Duncan Donitz III is something we 
can all hope to emulate. I for one 
am looking forward to the day I can 
exit Dunkin’ Donuts with my Egg 
and Coffee Fries in hand, driving 
away to the new day in my Prius-
Fry. This is not the most innovative 
move made by DD lately, however, 
and it’s not even close.
I have no idea how to describe 
the latest invention from DD, a col-
laboration with America’s favor-
ite shoe brand not named Nike, 
Reebok, Adidas, Puma, Zumiez, New 
Balance, Heelys, Redwings, Allen 
Edmonds, Chaco or Crocs: Saucony. 
Imagine a world that reaches your 
highest possible aspirations; even 
that world cannot possibly include 
a team-up between a donut shop 
and a middling shoe brand. The 
Saucony Dunkin’ Donuts shoe is 
not particularly good looking, nor 
is it particularly exemplary in its 
comfort or reliability. It is, like 
most of America, thoroughly aver-
age in every respect of the word. 
The shoe sold out harder than a 
Coldplay tour among basic millen-
nials desperately trying to return 
to 2008. The shoes are about as 
attractive as a well-used urinal, but 
they still represent an important 
entry into the log of food-based 
clothing and DD’s slow march 
toward total monopoly.
Speaking of urinals, I have 
some non-food thoughts that are 
strong enough to bear mentioning 
in this article. 
United Users of the Urinal, if 
you use your phone while using a 
urinal, you need to reevaluate your 
life choices. I wish I was fabricating 
this scenario for the sake of a hot 
take, but this week alone I have 
witnessed four fully grown, alleg-
edly well-adjusted adults whipping 
their phone out at the standing 
desk equivalent of the porcelain 
throne.
Are we so collectively bored 
that we routinely need another 
source of entertainment while we 
pass the 1 to 2 minutes necessary 
to relieve ourselves? Even if you 
are the most elderly, performance-
shy, kidney-stone riddled urinal 
user, it never takes more than four 
minutes to finish your business. 
Taking your phone out while using 
a urinal—or worse, to entering the 
porcelain palace with the premedi-
tated intent to browse Facebook 
while urinating—is downright sad. 
I can hear your mocking 
response to this creed now: “Blah 
blah blah, millennials need to get 
off their phones. My name is Dan 
and I disappoint my parents by 
writing about sexy cereal mascots.” 
But wait, friendo. This is not about 
that played-out take. I could not 
care less if you use your phone 
every minute of every day, as long 
as you put it away when you enter 
the sacred space of standing solace. 
Why would you ever need it there? 
Are you taking Tinder pics? There 
is not a single human being on 
this planet who wants to see your 
nasty giblets dangling over a uri-
nal. There are hardly any that want 
to see them in the first place. Get 
over yourself.
Did you know urine can splat-
ter up to five feet from a urinal in 
the act of commode contamina-
tion? If you are one of the many 
using their phone at the urinal, you 
are practically dipping your phone 
directly into the toilet. Live in the 
shame you have earned, urinal 
scrollers. Your habit has persisted 
long enough. 
Yada yada yada, Dunkin’ 
Donuts is the next Walmart, hot 
food take, etc. But seriously, get off 
your phone at the urinal. It is dis-
gusting. Messing around on your 
phone at the urinal is almost as 







A body by any other name
all. If the world is a just place, our 
future overlords at Dunkin’ Donuts 
will mandate phone abstinence at 
the urinal.
Actually, if the world is a truly 
just place, a nation founded on 
bigotry and the subjugation of 
marginalized peoples would watch 
its political structures erode from 
within while a greedy, egomaniacal 
slime-ogre leads the charge against 
basic civil rights as the very figures 
meant to prevent such an abuse of 
power stand idly by.
It’s a good thing nothing like 
that is happening to the U.S., right? 
Keep your phones out of your 
hand while you have your dirty 
bits in the other. The world is nasty 
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Can you disagree with an artist or professional and still appreciate their 
work?
Photo Poll Emma GilshannonStaff Photographer
“I think yes. I’ll use Richard Wagner 
the composer, for example. He 
was a huge antisemite and white 
supremacist. I wouldn’t agree with any 
of his views, but he did write beautiful 
music.” – Ethan Mellema
“Yes, but we have to ask, ‘where is 
their money going?’” – Jamil Fuller
“Yes, but even though opinions might 
vary, I don’t know if it will change my 
thoughts or opinions on the artist.” – 
Emma Webster
“Yes. It depends on the artist.” – 
Hansen Wu
“Yes. Unless they’re stupid.” – Craig 
Jordan
 “I think it’s not a clear yes or no. I 
think you can separate the theory from 
the person. What’s most important is 
being critical of the work you’re viewing. 
Without context, it might sound fine, but 
with it, it may give a new connotation.” – 
Chandra Jelaine Jakle
I asked him what skills he believes 
he would bring to the women’s soc-
cer team and he said experience. 
He has a strong background, but 
what sets him apart from others 
is his experience in working with 
student services, which allows him 
to see students as more than just 
athletes, but students as well. I 
asked Coach Sagar what his coach-
ing style is and why he believes it 
is the best method to use, and he 
responded by saying, “My coaching 
style is passionate. I enjoy coaching 
and being around people who want 
to get better. If players see that 
the coach is really passionate, then 
they will be too, and you also gain 
respect from the athletes when you 
handle it that way.” I asked Joe the 
big question next, “what do you 
love the most about soccer?” His 
answer was surprising and some-
thing I never thought about before, 
and yet was truthfully beautiful. 
He said, “The fact that it can bring 
so many people together from dif-
ferent lives and the drama that 
it can create in a manner of sec-
onds. Soccer, unlike most sports, is 
easier to connect with than others 
because of its simplicity.” So this 
idea that people who do not know 
each other are connected through 
this bond that comes with support-
ing a team, but the fact that soccer 
has more room and freedom for the 
creativity component than most 
other sports makes it more univer-
sal and creates this web of inter-
connectedness, because you do not 
need to know certain plays in soc-
cer. Nothing is set in stone, you just 
play. Regarding the soccer team’s 
goals for the future, Coach Sagar 
says, “My goal for spring season is 
to try and improve the technical 
ability of the group as a whole.” His 
goal for the women’s soccer team 
for the summer is to come in fit and 
ready to play in the fall. He says, 
“The biggest threat is if the team 
is not fit.” His goal for our fall sea-
son is for us to “be more competi-
tive against the teams we play.” He 
is a process-oriented person and 
believes that “if you do things the 
right way, the results will come.”
Women’s Soccer kicking back
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